
 

St. Perpetua Outreach Committee Meeting 

June 7, 2022 

Members Present:  Melly Narkiewicz (Chair), Ann Diemer (Treasurer/Recorder), Dee Dee Hansen , Carol 
Weyer, Sandi Gritzer, Marj Ho, Marie Ward, Pat Snyder, Mary Terjeson 

Welcome and Prayer:  Melly welcomed everyone and led an opening prayer about the start of summer. 

Correspondence and Agency Updates:  

• Melly reminded the liaisons to send her any updates or information from their agencies for 
posting to the Virtual Bulletin Board.  Melly is getting new software so she will not be able to do 
any new postings or bulletin board clean up for about two weeks. Sandi will hold off on putting 
anything referring to the Bulletin Board in the Timely Perpetuan until she hears from Melly that 
updates and cleanup has taken place. 

• Mary shared the thank you notes from agencies (Rotacare, Winter Nights) that had been 
received.  She noted that the note from Winter Nights described their mission as including three 
main focuses.  The first two, the temporary housing in church facilities program and the parking 
lot program, we are all familiar with.  There is a third program called the alumni program which 
continues to track the families that have been housed to ensure that they stay housed by 
assisting them with unexpected needs and issues that may arise.  This is something we were not 
aware of and seems like a very good idea. 

• The Committee continued the discussion of highlighting “agency of the month/quarter/?” for 
the Timely Perpetuan.  A past suggestion for the liaison to advise when they have information 
worthy of sharing and provide a blurb and/or link for the Timely Perpetuan continues to have 
support.  Further along in the meeting it was suggested that Dee Dee’s write-up of her 
experience at the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry might be a good one to share with the parish 
as a highlighted agency prior to the next Sr VdeP food drive in July. 

• We always can use new volunteers so it would be good to post the updated Volunteer Overview 
document. It was suggested that we provide a link to the Volunteer Overview in the Timely 
Perpetuan, since it could easily become buried and not easily found on the Outreach page.   
Another suggestion was to enlarge the document and post on the bulletin board in front of the 
church as some people are still not comfortable with technology.  It was also suggested that the 
posting of the request for volunteers take place periodically throughout the year and possibly 
we should consider having a table outside of Masses to provide information on Outreach and 
get folks interested in helping us.  

• Mary reminded the Committee to update their agency profiles in the next couple of months.  
Several liaisons have had difficulty getting return emails from their agencies and will continue 
pursuing. 

Financial Report:   

Ann reviewed the Financial Report.   We took in $2363 in May and had several expenses that hit the 
books after our last meeting, so our current balance is $2028.  Those May trailing expenses were $203 
for the May Shelter dinner, $568 for CCIC cleaning kits and $134 for the Faith Formation Spring baskets. 
Ann recommended making three donations of $500 each and leaving a balance of $528 for Shelter 
dinner and other miscellaneous items.  The next three agencies on our list are:  Foster Family Network, 



Hope Conference and Loaves and Fishes.  We would skip over Friendly Manor as their operation is still 
on hold. 

 Food Drives:   

• Dee Dee reported that the May 22 Food Drive for St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry was very 
successful.  They filled Ann’s car with food and DeeDee’s car with bags.  The food pantry was 
very grateful for the groceries.  They are still very much in need of Masa Harina, so we may want 
to emphasize that for their next food drive. 

• Dee Dee also reported that she had gone to the St. VdeP Food Pantry at Isabel Lara’s request to 
observe how they distribute groceries.  Families wait in line and Dee Dee observed the last 
family in the line.  They are able to “shop” for what they need and the pantry is organized by 
food item, much like a regular store.  They also distribute toilet paper and shampoo to the most 
needy families, of which the observed family was one.  DeeDee was very moved by the 
experience and the group suggested that she write up her experience for potential publishing in 
the Timely Perpetuan in advance of the next food collection event for St. Vincent de Paul. 

• The next food drive for Monument Crisis Center is scheduled for June 26 from 1:00 to 1:30 pm. 
Sandi and Todd Gritzer and Carol Weyer will advise if available and Mary can help if needed.  
Ann Diemer also hopes to be available. 

• The July food drive will be July 24 for St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry.  DeeDee and Marie Ward 
are both available.    

Other Activities and Items 

• Shoes that Fit – Marj and Carol noted there are some issues with completing the purchase and 
deliver of the shoes from the last list received from Willow Cove Elementary.  Marj has had 
some email issues and the staff there has not been responsive to her phone calls, as they are 
likely extremely busy with the school year coming to a close.      

• Friendly Manor – Karen recommended that we take them off the list for now until we have a 
better idea of their future plans.   

• Winter Nights – The church site housing program ends the first week of June.  Many families 
have found permanent housing. The parking lot program is now a year round program and will 
continue through the summer.   

• Shelter Dinners – The next dinner is scheduled for Sunday June 12.  Transporters and chefs are 
in place.  

Communications and Publicity 

• As usual, Sandi has everything in order! 

Closing Prayer:  We ended the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting will be July 5 at 7:00 pm.   

Rotating Chair:  Melly Narkiewicz 
Recorder:  DeeDee Hansen fill record next meeting and suggested that a rotation be set up. 


